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UNITEC STATES CEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Minority Business Ceveloprnent Agency
Washington Regional Office
14th & Constitution Avenue, N.W. Room 6723
Washington, D.C. 20230

January 30, 1989

Hr. Ronald Terry Constant
5939 Brushy Creek
Dallas, Texas 75252

Ref: EXAR-l

Dear V'..r. Constant:

It was a pleasure meeting you on January 13 and having an opportunity to
reminisce and extoll the virtues of the EXAR-l. As I'ro sure you are
becaning aware, t·tr.Ramirez' electric car is a real one-of-a-kind electric
vehicle capable of performing as purported.

Even though I have not ridden in the EXAR-l, I did ride in an earlier
version when I was in Dallas and was impressed wi.th its capabilities. I
believe it was the version that was tested by the engineering staff at the
Georgia Institute of Technology in response to a request by the Agency's
Technology Corrmerci.al.i.zet.i.on program. Unfortunately, the Technology
Commercialization progra~ here at L~e Department of Commerce was
discontinued at just about the same time UDAG funds were curtailed, so we
weren 't able to see the car produced in Berkeley. Those of us who were
knowledgeable of the EXAR-l applaud your efforts to validate its claims
and look forward to seeing it in production.

If I can be of any further assistance to you in gathering supporting data,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

~~~
t·1argaretE. Matt.a

75 Years Stimulating America's Progress * 1913-1988



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Office of Minority Business Enterprise
Washington, D.e. 20230

July 5, 1978

Mr. Leonard M. Apcar
The Wall Street Journal
22 Cortlandt Street
New York, New York 10007
Dear Mr. Apcar:
Your article which reported the award of five research and develop-
ment contracts for electric vehicles was interesting albeit not
totally accurate.
The Amectran corporation, based in Dallas, Texas, developed at its
own expense, an electric vehicle currently capable of exceeding
the 50-mile-an-hour top speed and 100 mile range goals expressed
by General Motors. I have ridden in Amectran1s prototype 5-passenger
vehicle at speeds in excess of 70 mph.
The Office of Minority Business Enterprise is presently working
toward developing the linkages which will enable Amectran, a
minority-owned corporation, to move into production. I am enclosing
a recent article as well as photos of the prototype vehicle as well
as the new body style which will be available in October.
Should you wish to pursue this further, may I suggest you contact
Mr. Edward Ramierez directly. He can be reached at 8585 Stemmons
Freeway, Twin Towers South, Suite 900, Dallas, Texas 75247, (214)
638-8631.

r:

Sincere Iy ,

~ Project Off; cer
Enc1osures
cc: Edward Ramierez
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Snail's Pace
Electric Auto Appears
lIeadedforSho~oo~
-But Not foraDecade
And Analysts Now View It

As Limited-Purpose Car;
Government Aids Project

Oil & 'Glorified Golf Cart'

By laoIIAIII K. UCAA
./aI,._.,ft.W.u._owl ••••.•••.••.
DETROIT-More tlwllO yean 110. two

IItuI at America'I In_U.,. ace. Henry
JI'tri IDcI 1'!Iomas BdIsm. teamed up to
baIIIi III electric car. Ill. Bd!.- Ud jlllt
cIeftIoped a DeW.IoII&er-l&sIIDcbattuy. IDcI
Mr. Ford 11'&1ezdIed by the prospeet at
na-produc:IDc III iDexpeIIII.,e, IDDonttft
car.

'IbeIr won. boftver. c:ame In IIts IDcI
ItUU. '!bey set • dale to bef\II prodlldloll
011 a Ford Motor Co. &s3eI1Ibiy IIDe, tbeII
tcnpped tile Idea at tM last mlDute. .

ID the decades IIDce tIlen, 0CIIen baTe
tried to I'IIIIInect the electric car aaIy 10
n.cl! the' _ COIICIuskmu Ilessrs. Ford
IDcI ~; Unlll III electric car could
match the cmt IDcI tile performance at the
COII'Ienlklllalauto. It wouldn't lell.

NCIIf, baftTer. IhaI beUef Is clwlCiDr.
IDcIIt appears that the electric car may ,.et
Ita day In tile Ibo1I'room after all. BlIt If It
does. It 11'\11be Introduad with sbarpIy re-
duced expecta!IoDs. ID tile lint place. III ID-
trodlldion won't come 100II: It 11'111 take
probably a decade or so. ADd, 1IlCOIId. tM
electric car 1I'OII't dom1Date the martet:
tndItioaaI aulDe 11'\11remaID bener perform-
en IlId beller Iellen.

""TIle eIec:trIc car 11'\11(I1IduaII)' come
IDto III CIIfII," CIlIIfIdeDtIypredlcll ODemar-
ketIDr man tbr GaeraI Electric Co. "It jIIIt
_'I be a lftOiutloll."
CJIIDcSar nmes

'11Ie Idea at a I1mlted-purpose electric car
11 pIDIDr (rVIIIId !or a IIIIJIIberat ~;
"bDprcrr\IIf t.ecJmoIocY. cII&nCiDI ways at
"life. IDcI cruwtar CODCer1IIcmr eaeqy.n.e Iadon &re belpiDf tM eIedJic auto
IUddeIIIy 1I'ID.ame powerful !rleDdl1a bIP
)IIaceI-tIIe i:IJIds at trIeIIda who &re ~Ie
of pusIIiDf a DeW auto OIIto the market If
~II.

ODe IUC!I frIeIIcI 11 the world " Jarcest
.auto COIIIpIII)'.Geoeral )(oIDn CDrp.IJta
yura at 4abbI1nc ID rese&rcII. GM Iaa or-
palmS an Intmlal prorram that, It 1ft"
diets, ''wIth • little luck" 11'\11yield III elec-
tric commuter car III1tab1e for ••• • tile
pabIIc ID tile late IJ80L

0tIIerI &re major corporaUOIII wttII •
YIouI ftIted Interests. IUdI u GB IDcI
GoaId 1Dc..a battery mater. BIIclIllrms &re
*PlillllIP their -m. IDcIdrreiopmeIIl
011 more powerluI batteries, new eIectI1c
JIIIIlIn, IDcI~ CIIIItI'oIdmceIlIIiIed to
electric &lIIDI.

Snail's Pace: Electric Auto Appears
Headed for Reality=but Not Soon



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Office of che Secretllry
W•• hington, o.e. 20230

March 30, 1979

Mr. Edmond Rarnir~%
President
AMECTRAN Corporation
8585 Stemmons Freeway
900 Twin Towers South
Dallas, Texas 75247

Dear Mr. Ramirez:

Enclosed are the materials I promised to send to you
that were prepared for the March 14 Automobi1e'Industry
meeting with the Secretary of Commerce. I do appreciate
you taking the time to join us for the meeting.

The Secretary was impressed with the work you are doing
to develop your electric car. I look forward to telling
her that the Department of Commerce is helping you fund
the project with a multi-million dollar loan.

If I may be of assistance to you during the process of
securing the loan, please let me know.

Sincerely,

JBA/ew
Enclosures

JOS~-Anderson.
Spec;al Assistant
~. the Secretary

Jr.

r


